A comparison of choline magnesium trisalicylate and acetylsalicylic acid in patients with rheumatoid arthritis.
Choline magnesium trisalicylate (3.0 g/day) and enteric-coated acetylsalicylic acid (3.0 g/day) have been compared in a double-blind, crossover study on 19 patients with rheumatoid arthritis using the double-dummy technique. Patients were allocated to receive 3-weeks' treatment with each trial drug in random sequence and were assessed at Weeks-1, 0, 3 and 6. Apart from an unexplained significant improvement in grip strength (p less than 0.01) that occurred in patients on choline magnesium trisalicylate when this followed aspirin but not when it preceded it, there was no significant clinical difference between treatments in any of the clinical parameters of improvement that were measured. There was also no clear difference in the side-effects profile produced by the two drugs, but the number of patients recruited to this study was small.